First-Year Experience (FYRE)
Presents:

"Born" to Write

FALL 2020
FRESHMAN
ESSAY CONTEST
$1,000.00
Essay contest is based on the
2020-21 Freshmen Common Read
Born A Crime by Trevor Noah.
Details on the other side.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
November 24, 2020
by 5:00 pm

For all inquires
please contact
Ms. Joyce Walker at
joyce.walker@udc.edu

All FRESHMEN (FULL-TIME &
PART-TIME) ARE ELIGIBLE.

Essay Content Criteria and Rules
Trevor was affected and influenced by violence and explicit racism that he witnessed throughout his
childhood. An excerpt taken from a July 2020 episode of the podcast Polititeen with UDC President Mason
offered another view on racism and violence: "The only way to move forward, is to acknowledge the truth
of America’s relationship with slavery & with blackness. America is still a land of great potential. But unless
we start with the reality of who we are, we’ll never be able to achieve our ideal of who we want to be.”

Essay Question

At points in Born a Crime, Trevor Noah describes fluctuating social and economic conditions facing his
family, as well as complications of his racial identity in South Africa. The United States (and the world) has
experienced a global pandemic (COVID-19) which has resulted in disproportionately higher deaths as well
as greater unemployment/underemployment, housing, and food insecurity in black, brown, and poor
communities in this country. Equally devastating, we have seen increased police brutality and racial
violence against black men and women resulting in deaths. These two pandemics: COVID-19 and racial
violence have created similar conditions of fluctuating economic conditions and complications of racial
identity in America in 2020. Recently, UDC President Ronald Mason offered his perspectives on racism and
violence in a podcast, stating, "The only way to move forward is to acknowledge the truth of America’s
relationship with slavery and with blackness. America is still a land of great potential. But unless we start
with the reality of who we are, we’ll never be able to achieve our ideal of who we want to be.”

• Prescription Delivery
• Prescription Collection
• Virtual Consultation
Essay Length and Format
In a well developed,
creative,
or evidenced-based essay, describe and discuss an example of how your life
• Phone
Consultation

has been impacted by racism and/or violence, either in the United States or in another country. Your essay
should also (a) explain how this example impacted your current decision to attend college or choose a
particular major or career field; (b) drawing from President Mason’s perspective, your essay should include
an analysis of the connectivity between the moment you acknowledged the truth of who you had become
as a result of this life example and your determination to reach your fullest potential. Please include a
cover page with your name, student n#, contact #, and major. In addition, essays must be typed in 12-point,
Times New Roman font, double-spaced using, MLA format.
Submission Date
All essays must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on November 24, 2020, and the winner will be notified by
December 15, 2019. Late entries will NOT be accepted. Please read the rules carefully! Do not let this
deadline pass without seizing this excellent opportunity! Interested students should submit only one essay
per student, via email to the following email address: ddessaso@udc.edu .
The awards will be applied directly to the student’s account and must be used only to pay for college
tuition and/or education-related expenses.
Judging
Essays will be judged by University faculty and staff, and must be original, articulate, logically organized,
well developed, correctly formatted, and error-free.

