


“Our students cannot make sense of their 
environment and their place in it without a 
basic understanding of the social, political 
and policy contexts in which they live. This 
lecture series is an essential dimension of 
the transformational student learning  
experience at UDC.” 

–  President Ronald Mason, Jr.
      University of the District of Columbia 



About The series
The UDC-Brookings Lecture series is a partnership  between the  
University of the District of Columbia (UDC) and  Brookings Institute to 
create an intentional conversation around engagement, democracy, 
diversity, race, politics, economic justice, power, and other issues of 
broad intellectual and social importance. Students enrolled in UDC’s 
General Education themed course,  “Discovery Civics,” will have a 
first-hand opportunity to engage and interface with scholars, social 
scientists, and thought leaders who are nationally and internationally 
renowned and current Brookings Institution experts.
 
UDC students and faculty exemplify the power, vitality, and value of  
a liberal arts and sciences education every day. To  champion the  
tradition and future of creating an engaged democracy,  the 
UDC-Brookings Lecture Series serves as an experiential collaboratory 
to advance the liberal arts on our campus and inspire lifelong  
learning in our surrounding communities. The lecture series is for  
students currently enrolled in “Discovery Civics” at UDC and not open 
to the public.
 

About The Partners
The University of the District of Columbia (UDC) is the nation’s only 
exclusively urban and-grant public Historically Black University 
(HBCU), and serves the residents of the District of Columbia and the 
surrounding region. The transdisciplinary research conducted by UDC  
focuses on areas that increase urban sustainability and resiliency in 
agriculture, business, engineering, workforce development, law, social 
justice, the arts, and sciences.

The Brookings Institution is a nonprofit public policy organization 
based in Washington, DC. Our mission is to conduct in-depth research 
that leads to new ideas for solving problems facing society at the 
local, national and global level.



UDC General Education  
Philosophy 

The GEP is built on three values that are 
fundamental to the University of the District of 

Columbia’s Mission:

Freedom
Responsibility

The Pursuit of Learning

Learn more: https://www.udc.edu/general-education/

The General Education Program (GEP) is designed to develop both the 
broad and integrative knowledge and the critical competencies and 
skills that are expected of a college graduate. It is rooted in both the 
classical ideals of undergraduate liberal education and UDC’s unique 
history, mission, and student population. It gives students a solid  
foundation in the liberal arts and sciences, helping them develop the  
intellectual tools they need to excel in any endeavor they pursue. 
GEP exposes students to the wisdom and perspective of a variety of  
disciplines, and it builds fundamental skills that they will be able to use 
no matter what their ultimate major or career. In a rapidly-changing, 
increasingly complex world in which our graduates may change careers 
multiple times, a strong general education is needed more than ever.



Dr. Lawrence T. Potter, Jr. became Chief 
Academic Officer of the University of 
the District of Columbia (UDC) in Febru-
ary 2019. Dr. Potter earned his Doctoral 
and Masters degrees in English Litera-
ture from the University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia and bachelor’s degree in English,  
Religion, and Philosophy from Stillman  
College.
Prior to joining UDC, Dr. Potter served 
as an Academic Dean at two minority- 
serving institutions - three years as Dean 

of the Dollye M.E. Robinson College of Liberal Arts at Jackson State 
University (a Historically Black University) and four years as Dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of La Verne  
(a Hispanic-Serving University).  He brings more than 20 years of 
higher education leadership experience as a tenured professor,  
department chair, associate dean, two-time chief diversity officer, and 
Principal Investigator/Director of McNair Scholars Program.

Dr. Lawrence T. Potter, jr. 

April Massey, Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at the University of 
the District of Columbia, has earned 
degrees from the Ohio State University, 
the University of Cincinnati,and Howard 
University. A speech-language  
pathologist by profession, Dr. Massey 
uses her disciplinary training to consider 
the liberal arts and careerist needs of 
students and the leadership interests 
of faculty. Her work emphasizes learn-
ing by doing and champions authentic, 
developmental, and immersive pedago-
gies that drive innovation and quality in 
teaching/learning, scholarship,  
practice, and service.

Dean April massey



Wynn Yarbrough teaches creative writ-
ing, children’s literature and a variety 
of General Education Writing classes at 
the University of the District of Colum-
bia. His academic research interests in-
clude anthropomorphic tales, gender,  
African-American children’s poetry, and 
Edwardian literature. He is currently the 
Director of General Education at the 
University of the District of Columbia 
where the General Education Program 
won the Campus on the Move Award for  
2017-2018 from the Association of  
General and Liberal Studies.

Dr. Wynn Yarbrough

UDC Students engaged in a lecture during a general education course in spring 2019.



UDC-Brookings Lecture  
Series Schedule



John Rutherford Allen assumed the 
presidency of the Brookings Institution 
in November 2017, having most recently 
served as chair of security and strategy 
and a distinguished fellow in the 
Foreign Policy Program at Brookings. Al-
len is a retired U.S. Marine Corps 
Four-star general and former 
Commander of the NATO International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and U.S. 
Forces in Afghanistan. 

Featured Lecturers

General John Allen
9/3

Richard Reeves
9/10

See full Bio’s at
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/

Richard V. Reeves is a senior fellow in 
Economic Studies, where he holds the 
John C. and Nancy D. Whitehead Chair. 
Richard is Director of the Future of 
the Middle Class Initiative and co-di-
rector of the Center on Children and  
Families. His research focuses on the 
middle class, inequality and social  
mobility.



Rebecca Winthrop is a senior fellow 
and co-director of the Center for 
Universal Education at the Brookings 
Institution. Her research focuses on 
education globally, with special 
attention to the skills children need 
to succeed in their lives as workers 
and citizens. Of particular interest is  
improving quality learning for the 
most marginalized children and youth,  
including girls and children affected 
by extreme violence.

Camille Busette is director of the  
Brookings Race, Prosperity, and 
Inclusion Initiative and a senior fellow 
in Governance Studies, with 
affiliated appointments in Economic 
Studies and Metropolitan Policy.

Camille has dedicated her career to 
expanding financial opportunities for 
low-income populations.

See full Bio’s at
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/

Rebecca Winthropt
9/17

Camille Busette
9/24



Carol Graham is the Leo Pasvolsky  
Senior Fellow at the Brookings  
Institution, a College Park Professor at 
the University of Maryland, and a  
Senior Scientist at Gallup.

Dr. Nicol Turner Lee is a fellow in the 
program’s Center for Technology 
Innovation and a contributor to 
TechTank.  She comes to Brookings 
from the Multicultural Media, Telecom 
and Internet Council (MMTC), a 
national non-for-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting and 
preserving equal opportunity and civil 
rights in the mass media, 
telecommunications, and 
broadband industries.

Carol Graham
10/1

Nicol Turner Lee
10/8

See full Bio’s at
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/



Vanessa Williamson is a Senior Fellow in 
Governance Studies at Brookings, and 
a Senior Fellow at the Urban- 
Brookings Tax Policy Center. She  
studies the politics of redistribution, 
with a focus on attitudes about  
taxation. She is the author of Read 
My Lips: Why Americans Are Proud to 
Pay Taxes. Bringing together national 
survey data with in-depth interviews, 
Read My Lips presents a surprising 
picture of tax attitudes in the United 
States.

Randall Akee is a David M. Rubenstein 
Fellow with the Economic Studies 
program at Brookings. He is an 
Associate Professor at the University of 
California, Los Angeles in the 
Department of Public Policy and 
American Indian Studies. He 
completed his Ph.D. at Harvard 
University in June 2006. Prior to his 
doctoral studies, Akee earned a 
Master’s degree in International and 
Development Economics at Yale 
University. 

Vanessa Williamson
10/22

Randall Akee
10/29

See full Bio’s at
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/



See full Bio’s at
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/

Lauren Bauer
11/5

Andre Perry
11/12

Andre Perry is a David M. Rubenstein 
Fellow in the Metropolitan Policy 
Program at the Brookings  
Institution. His research focuses on 
race and structural inequality,  
education, and economic inclusion. Of 
particular note, Perry’s recent  
scholarship at Brookings has analyzed 
majority-black places and institutions 
in America, focusing on highlighting 
valuable assets worthy of increased 
investment.

Lauren Bauer is a Fellow in Economic 
Studies at the Brookings Institution. Her 
research focuses on social and safety 
net policies as well as civic engagement 
and political behavior. She is a member 
of the New York City Office of Communi-
ty Schools Research Advisory Council and 
holds a BA in History and an MA and PhD 
in Human Development and Social Policy 
with a certificate in Education Sciences 
all from Northwestern University. 



Dany Bahar is a David M. 
Rubenstein Fellow in the Global  
Economy and Development program 
at the Brookings Institution. An Israeli 
and Venezuelan economist, he is also 
an associate at the Harvard Center 
for International Development, and a  
research affiliate both at CESifo 
Group Munich and IZA Institute of  
Labor Economics. His research sits at 
the intersection of international  
economics and economic  
development.

Aaron Klein is a fellow in Economic 
Studies and serves as policy director of 
the Center on Regulation and 
Markets. He focuses on financial 
regulation and technology, 
macroeconomics, and infrastructure 
finance and policy. Previously, Klein 
directed the Bipartisan Policy Center’s 
Financial Regulatory Reform Initiative 
and served at the Treasury 
Department as deputy assistant 
secretary for economic policy.

See full Bio’s at
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/

Dany bahar
11/19

Aaron Klein
11/26



Louise Sheiner is the Robert S. Kerr 
Senior Fellow in Economic Studies and 
policy director for the Hutchins Center 
on Fiscal and Monetary Policy. She had 
served as an economist with the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System since 1993, most recently as the 
senior economist in the Fiscal Analysis 
Section for the Research and Statistics 
Division. In her time at the Fed, she was 
also appointed deputy assistant 
secretary for economic policy at the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury (1996), and 
served as senior staff economist for the 
Council of Economic Advisers (1995-96).

E.J. Dionne, Jr. is a senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution, a syndicat-
ed columnist for the Washington Post, 
and university professor in the Foun-
dations of Democracy and Culture at 
Georgetown University. A nationally 
known and respected commentator 
on politics, Dionne appears weekly on 
National Public Radio and regularly 
on MSNBC.  He has also appeared on 
News Hour with Jim Lehrer and other 
PBS programs.

See full Bio’s at
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/

Louise Sheiner
12/3

EJ Dionne
12/10



UDC Professor offers theory to practice lecture on an important social issue as students listen intently.



Office of the President
Building 39, Room 301A 
Washington, DC 20008
Phone: 202.274.6016

Office of the Chief Academic Officer
Building 39, Room 301D 
Phone: 202.274.5072
Email: cao@udc.edu

Office of Communications and Marketing
Building 39, Suite 301N 
Phone: 202.274.5998 
Email: udc-communications@udc.edu

College of Arts  and Sciences 
Building 41, Suite 405 
Phone: 202.274.5194
Email: casgeneral@udc.edu

4200 Connecticut Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20008

202.274.5000


