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UDC Launches First Online Graduate Degree in Urban Sustainability 
  
Washington, D.C. – The College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental Sciences (CAUSES), of the 

University of the District of Columbia (UDC), is offering the university’s first online degree. The Professional Science 
Master’s Degree (PSM) in Urban Sustainability is aimed at helping professionals complete their college education 
without interrupting their career.  
 
The urban sustainability program provides a convenient learning format that enables working professionals to 
hone their knowledge and skills in order to advance or transition their career. The degree prepares students for a 
wide range of urban sustainability careers and rapid advancement in business, government, and non-profit 
organizations by providing students with hands-on experience with sustainable projects, implementation, and 
maintenance. Students will learn how to create solutions for current urban sustainability challenges through case 
studies and internship programs. Students in the program also benefit from distinguished faculty, who bring a mix 
of academic and professional experience to the fully online format. 
 
“The new green economy demands that we are forward looking and anticipate change. This new degree will 
prepare professionals to be leaders in the cutting edge field of urban sustainability, which applies human social 
and technological skills to find solutions for today and tomorrow’s challenges,” said Dr. Sabine O’Hara, Dean of 
CAUSES/Director of Land-grant Programs. 
 
The urban sustainability program may also be completed as a certificate. When combined with the required core 
and professional courses students will receive the PSM degree. Some of the course topic areas include: Food Hubs 
in Urban Sustainability, Ecological Economics, Urban Land Use Planning, Advanced Climate Science, Sustainable 
Design, and Dietary Cancer, just to name a few. 
 
Individuals with a bachelor’s degree and a background in business, economics, planning, mathematics, science, or 
engineering are encouraged to apply to the urban sustainability program. In order to graduate, students must 
complete a minimum of 35 credit hours, which can be completed in one and a half years of full-time studies.  

 
Anyone interested in applying to the PSM program may contact the program director, Dr. Tolessa Deksissa at 
tdeksissa@udc.edu or the PSM urban sustainability coordinator, Dr. Dwane Jones at dwane.jones@udc.edu.  
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