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May 2014 
Students, Go Dutch Collaborate on Lincoln Heights Project 

 

The Center for Sustainable Development has been collaborating with the GO DUTCH Consortium (GDC) 

on a semester-long case study project that integrates academics, research, landgrant programs and 

Dutch expertise to originate comprehensive solutions to a case study. The focus of the case study is 

the Lincoln Heights neighborhood in Washington, D.C. Go Dutch is a network of firms covering the fields 

of urbanism, architecture, clean technology, change management and social economic, strategic and 

financial consulting.  

 
Since January 2014, representatives from GO DUTCH and participating UDC classes have collaborated on 
an applied, integrated research project that incorporates principles and practices learned in the 
traditional course curricula (nutrition and food science, respiratory care, urban sustainability, public 
policy, architecture). The purpose of this initiative was for students, faculty, and Dutch experts to 
exchange knowledge and use sustainability in an applied case study scenario. 
 
"Chinese philosopher Lao Tze once said 'Pots are formed from clay, but the empty space within it is the 
essence of the pot,'" explained Bart Mispelblom Beyer, Chairman of Go Dutch. "In this scenario, the 
essence of a good functioning neighborhood is the space between urban living rooms and urban 
corridors, where social interaction takes place." 
The interdisciplinary project helps to develop: integration, experiential learning, teamwork, 
communication, leadership and problem-solving skills, explained Dr. Dwane Jones, Director, Center for 
Sustainable Development and the UDC lead on the project. 
 
"Interdisciplinary learning is the beauty of this project. We provide a framework for the students to work 
within," explained Dr. Elgloria Harrison, Assistant to the Dean for Academic Programs & Climate 
Initiative, CAUSES. "This promotes the growth process." 
 

Located in Ward 7 of the District, Lincoln 

Heights offers low-income housing east of the 

Anacostia River. The area has a high crime 

rate, is food insecure and lacks public access 

accessibility due to its secluded location (the 

area is a twenty minute walk from the nearest 

metro station). Ironically, Lincoln Heights is 

located in the greenest Ward in the District. 

Because the crime rate is a concern, part of 
the UDC-Go Dutch team's recommendation 
included safety improvements. "Eyes on the 

Street" is an initiative that creates neighbor-to-neighbor protection, by people watching the street from 

http://www.godutchconsortium.com/
http://www.dchousing.org/property.aspx?id=5J
http://www.dchousing.org/property.aspx?id=5J
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their windows. To improve accessibility, the student team recommended creating streets in a grid 
format to increase "connectability" and access. Increasing bike usage would promote exercise; since the 
area is considered a food desert, obesity and diabetes rates run high. Additional recommendations 
include creating more handicap ramps and textured crosswalks. 

"This project is the ultimate embodiment of CAUSES, in that it uses research to tackle a real-life 

challenge," explained Dr. Jones. "With the Lincoln Heights project, our students have the rare 

opportunity to make a difference for their city." 

 
The project was originally set to conclude next month with the student presenting their findings before 
the District's Office for the Deputy Mayor of Planning and Economic Development and the Department 
of Housing and Community Development. However, the integrated project will continue next semester 
and will potentially include a health impact assessment of the neighborhood, if improvements were 
made. 

 

"While we want these mixed economic communities, how do we do that without displacing current 

residents?" Dr. Harrison pointed out. 

 

As the students learned, that question is not easily answered. 

 

Read more about the Lincoln Heights renewal in the Washington Post. For more information on the 

UDC-Go Dutch partnership, contact Dr. Jones at dwane.jones@udc.edu.  
 
 
Integrated Lincoln Heights Project a Success for CAUSES Students 
 
Reprinted with permission from the Go Dutch Consortium. 

 

On May 19 the first group of UDC students who did an integrated research project with Go Dutch 

presented their work titled “Raising the Heights” to representatives of the Deputy Mayors office for 

Planning and Economic Development (DMPED) and DC Housing Authority. They analyzed data on health, 

education, crime, housing, economics and nutrition and came up with an integrated approach to 

address the needs of people living in Lincoln Heights, an underserved neighborhood in Ward 7. Lincoln 

Heights is part of the New Communities Initiative, a District government program designed to revitalize 

severely distressed subsidized housing and redevelop neighborhoods. 

 

In appreciation of their work, the University was offered to continue working with the stakeholders on 

the community planning and design process and was offered internships. 

http://www.landscapeisleading.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/GoDutchConsortium_logo.jpg
http://dmped.dc.gov/
http://dhcd.dc.gov/
http://dhcd.dc.gov/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dcs-lincoln-heights-waits-for-renewal-as-citys-affordable-housing-strategy-languishes/2014/01/08/c57456a4-789a-11e3-8963-b4b654bcc9b2_story.html
mailto:dwane.jones@udc.edu
http://www.godutchconsortium.com/


OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

 

 

 

 

 

4200 Connecticut Avenue NW | Washington, DC 20008 | 202.274.7011 | udc.edu 

 

Go Dutch Consortium serves as Consulting 

Faculty to the College of Agriculture, Urban 

Sustainability and Environmental Sciences 

(CAUSES) at the University of the District of 

Columbia to conduct workshops by integrating 

academics, research, land-grant programs and 

Dutch expertise to originate comprehensive 

solutions to a case study proposed by DC 

Government (Lincoln Heights). The purpose of 

this initiative is for students, faculty, and Dutch experts to exchange knowledge and use sustainability 

(economics, equity, and environment) in an applied case study scenario. 

 

During the Spring 2014 semester Bart Mispelblom Beyer, Tess Broekmans and Eric Schlangen from GO 

DUTCH and participating classes in CAUSES collaborated on an applied, integrated research project. The 

project incorporated principles and practices learned in the traditional course curricula (e.g. Health, 

Urban Sustainability, Public Policy, Architecture, etc.) with an output being a presentation to the 

Mayor’s Office and the DC Housing Authority. 

 

"The District of Columbia is one of the most diverse cities in the world, and this partnership reflects the 

global nature of interdisciplinary education in the modern age," explained Dr. Dwane Jones, director, 

Center for Sustainable Development. 

The students who presented were: 

 

 Oluwakemi (Kemi) Adeola (Nutrition and Food Science) 

 Najlaa Almohmadi (Master's Program, Nutrition and Food Science) 

 Wanda Briscoe (Master's Program- Architecture) 

For more information on this project, contact Dr. Dwane Jones. 
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