
 
 
The University of the District of Columbia Celebrates National Farmers Market Week 
USDA Under Secretary of Marketing and Regulatory Programs, Edward Avalos, meets with growers and 
producers 
 
United States Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
has proclaimed August 4-10, 2013, as National 
Farmers Market Week. The University of the District 
of Colombia (UDC) was pleased to welcome U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Under Secretary of 
Marketing and Regulatory Programs, Edward 
Avalos, to the University’s farmer’s market 
Saturday, August 10, 2013.   
 
By the end of 2012, there were more than 7,800 
farmers markets in the U.S—a 10% increase in just 
one year. The numbers continue to rise as farmers 
markets become fresh food mainstays for shoppers 
across all socio-economic, political, and ethnic 
ranges. Now more than ever, farmers markets serve as anchors across American communities, positively 
influencing community health and wealth.  Markets result in more viable regional economies and local 
farm businesses, increased access to fresh, nutritious food, and stronger social networks that help keep 
communities healthy. The District of Colombia is home to 35 farmers markets. 

The UDC market began in 2009 and currently has an average of a dozen vendors selling a wide variety of 
products, including fresh, local fruit and vegetables, baked goods fresh eggs, flowers and home-cooked 
South-American cuisine. 
 
“Farmers markets play a vital role in forming strong, healthy, local food systems.” says Jen O’Brien, 
Interim Executive Director of the Farmers Market Coalition. “By providing the opportunity for farmers to 
connect directly with consumers, markets have the benefit of serving as education hubs, small business 
incubators, and civic centers. National Farmers Market Week is the perfect time to visit your 
community’s market and learn about the amazing work that America’s small farmers are doing every 
day.” 
  ### 
 
About the University of the District of Columbia 
An HBCU, urban land-grant, and the only public university in the nation's capital, The University of the District of Columbia is 
committed to a broad mission of education, research and community service.  Established by abolitionist Myrtilla Miner in 
1851, the University of DC offers Associate's, Bachelor's and Master's Degrees and a host of workplace development services 
designed to create opportunities for student success.  The University is comprised of the College of Agriculture, Urban 
Sustainability and Environmental Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences,  School of Business and Public Administration, School of 
Engineering and Applied Sciences, a Community College and the David A. Clarke School of Law. To learn more, 
visit www.udc.edu.The University of the District of Columbia is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action institution. Minorities, 
women, veterans and persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply. For a full version of the University's EO Policy 
Statement, please visit: http://www.udc.edu/equal_opportunity.The University of the District of Columbia is accredited by the 
Middle States Commission on Higher Education - 3624 Market Street - Philadelphia, PA 19104 - 267.284.5000. 
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