
Advisory Board Meeting – March 10, 2016 

Advisory board members in attendance: 

 Lynn Armstrong Patterson 

 Zebulone Brooks 

 Duane Calloway 

 Michelle Chandler (student) 

 Shelton Hackett, Sr. 

 Marilyn Hamilton 

 Belva Jenkins 

 Lenard Kent 

 John Kirksey 

 J. Brandon Shaw 

 

Dr. Shaw started the meeting at 10:15am with thanking everyone for taking time from their busy 
schedules to make the advisory board meeting. He asked that we all introduce ourselves to the group. 

Dr. Shaw updated the board from the previous advisory meeting (September 2015) 

 

CANDIDACY of MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM:  

 Maximum time frame – 12 months 

 Dr. Shaw, Professor Calloway and Professor Kirksey will be attending the self-study 
conference in Houston, Texas, April 12-15, 2016 

SITE VISIT/ACCREDITATION: 

 Deadline for the first phase was submitted and met at the beginning of the 2016 year 

 Second phase will be due July 2016 

 Projected date for site visit is scheduled for December, 2016 

 Current students, anticipated to graduate May 2016, have been grandfathered in and will be 

the last class to graduate under the current accreditation  

 September 1, 2016, students will be enrolled in an unaccredited program 

 Final decision for the “go ahead” with the Mortuary Science Program and if we meet ALL 
requirements during the December visit – April, 2017 

Ms. Lynn Armstrong Patterson mentioned that Ms. Debra Kelli helped develop data for Mercer County 
Community College. 

Mr. Shelton Hackett mentioned that he was made aware that the current students were being tested on 

subjects (chemistry, microbiology and cremation/cemetery) not being taught and that the choice of 

literature being used for the National Seminar course (the compend) was outdated informati on. He said 

he would consult with his fraternity to see if they were willing to offer study sessions, again, for the 

students in their final semester to prepare for the boards.  



He also mentioned how he had several funeral homes in the DC area that were wi lling to allow students 

in their second year of the program an opportunity to apply and work as an apprentice so that when 

they graduated they would be more than half way through with the one year required apprenticeship, 

but once it was presented to the board, the previous years, he never heard from anyone , so he didn’t 
peruse the issue. 

Dr. Marilyn Hamilton responded to Mr. Hackett stating that the proposal had been received and that 

they needed to speak to their attorney pertaining to several liability i ssues that were brought up. 

Ms. Belva Jenkins, new to the advisory board, was not aware that chemistry was removed as a required 
course in the program.  

CURRICULUM CHANGES: 

Professor Kirksey stated that he, Professor Calloway and Dr. Shaw are currently working on changing the 

curriculum for the fall semester. Chemistry will be added, while Principles of Macroeconomics,    

Anatomy/Physiology II and Introduction to Computers will be removed completely. The following will be 
the fall requirements for entry into the program: 

*Pre-requisite courses: Public Speaking, General Math II, Anatomy/Physiology I, English Comp I and II, 
and First Year Orientation 

Complete an application to the program, take an entrance exam (science related), one-on-one interview 
and submit 2 of 4 writing samples 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

There was talk pertaining to combining the AAS of Mortuary Science with a business administration 

degree to receive a BS.  Dr. Hamilton agreed to look into it but said that there must be a high enrollment 
of students interested. 

The pinning ceremony will take place Wednesday, May 12, 2016 in building 41, room A-03 at 6:30pm to 
allow the graduates to attend graduation rehearsal. Key note speaker will me Dr. Roger Mitchell.  

Scholarship sponsors still need to be called for the pinning ceremony. 

Professor Calloway will be interviewed today at 1pm for the Program Director’s position at the 

community college campus 

Professor Calloway inquired about funding for students to attend upcoming conferences: NFDMA in 
Philadelphia, PA and in Richmond, VA. Student membership for 18 months is $65.00.  

 

Meeting was adjourned by Dr. Shaw at 12:27pm 

 

  

 



  

 

                                              

 

 

  

 

 

 


