
Advisory Board Meeting 

May 4, 2017 

12:00 Noon 

Agenda 

 

1.Welcome By Duane Calloway, Program Director, UDC, MS Department 

Attendees: Michelle Chandler-Staff Assistant,  

Joanna Ellsberry, Adjunct Professor, UDC, MS Department 

Marilyn Hamilton, Dean of Academic Affairs,  

Dr. Roger Mitchell, OCME,  

Phillip Powell, Arlington Chemical Company 

Shelton W. Hackett Sr., LFD Hackett’s FC 

Lenard Kent, Professor, UDC, MS Department 

Lawrence E. Johnson, JB Jenkins, FH 

Geary Powell, Arlington Chemical Company 

John Kirksey, Professor, UDC MS Department 

Verneka L Roberts, UDC, MS Student & Class of 2017 Advisory Board Member 

The plan is to change the time of the Advisory Board meeting to an evening  time slot to 

accommodate members who could not attend at the current time of 12-1:30pm. New 

time will be announced this summer. 

 

II-Overview: Highlights of Academic Year 2016-17- Duane Calloway 

A-Conferences -The MS Students attended several conferences as part of their 

optional learning experiences.  The students attended the NFD&MA in Richmond, VA 

and the NFDA Conference held in Philadelphia, PA.   

 B-Exterior Learning Experience- The students participated in the viewing of a 

Military Internment at the Arlington National Cemetery.  Thanks were extended to 

William Smith for coordinating the tour.  Thanks to Mr. Archer, Program Director, 

the students attended a tour of the Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home, in Fairfax, 

VA.  

 

-Summer School MS Students will be invited to attend 2 Conferences this 

summer; the NFDMA in Williamsburg, VA 6/26-6/28 and the ABFSE Conference 

will be held in Myrtle Beach, VA, in August. 

There will be a Fall Conference to be held in Boston, MA. 

 

C-Accreditation Site Visit: Director Calloway thanked all for their support during 

the ABSFE Team visit.  The Team was extremely impressed with the progress 

UDC MS Program has made toward getting the Mortuary Science Program 



accreditation re-instated.  The Current student, Class of 2017 will be graduating 

from an Accredited Program. 

 

The Mortuary Science Program will begin to admit new students for the fall 2017-

2018 school years. 

 The following changes will be put in place for the class of 2019: Courses will be 

offered in the AM & PM  

     Adjustments to the curriculum will include the omission of AP2, and Public 

Speaking.  Courses that will be added to the Program will be Thanatology, 

Chemistry, and Biology.   

    Additionally, Crematory Certification will be encouraged and plans are to offer 

the course for the students.  Certified vendors are being sought to provide an 

educational overview on Pre-Need Conferences and Introduce students to Life 

Insurances and the importance of having coverage in time of need.   

 The goal is to prepare all students for the National Board with a pass rate of 

90%. A system is being put in place to minimize student failure rates with the 

support of the Faculty and Staff. 

   Moving forward, the goal of the UDC MS Program Directors will be focused on 

ensuring that the Program is not in a threat of losing its accreditation status 

again.  

 Michelle Chandler, Staff Assistant will hold meet and greet opportunities for High 

school students interested in the MS Program and those seriously interested in 

enrolling in the program. The HS student cannot be offered any opportunities at 

the OCME due to legal and insurance restrictions. 

III. Office of the Chief Medical Examiner-Dr. Roger Mitchell Opened this session with 

an overview of the draft MOU between the University of the District of Columbia and the 

DC Office of the Medical Examiner.  The MOU is planned for finalization at the end of 

May, 2017. The MOU will have a five (5) year term with an option to extend with mutual 

agreement between all parties concerned.   The following briefly outlines several of the 

major inclusions in the MOU: 

 To formalize a mutual aid agreement between UDC and OCME to establish how 

the parties will cooperate in the event of a mass fatality or the event that 

compromises OCME’s ability to perform fully routine services at the OCME 

facilities. If needed, UDC will serve as an alternate or offsite facilities for storage 

and autopsy/mortuary space for the overflow of bodies resulting from a potential 

mass fatality. 

 The MOU will also provide educational opportunities and outreach to UDC faculty 

and students for mass fatality preparedness, and space for OCME to conduct 

training activities.  The OCME will also donate supplies and equipment to the 



UDC Mortuary Science Program as well as a mobile “LIFT”.  Director Calloway 

immediately thanked Dr Mitchell for his continued support of the Program. 

All Advisory Board Attendees were given a copy of the draft for review.  Dr Mitchell 

further outlined other OCME opportunities that would benefit the current and future MS 

Students.   

 The OCME has been approved to offer 4 Mortuary Technician positions, the 

positions has the potential for the successful candidate to earn in excess of 

$50K. 

 Available in October. Medical Examiner Entry Level Transport positions will also 

be available in the fall to candidates whom have completed at least an AA 

Degree or better. These positions will provide a 24 hour operation for removals, 

and the operation of the mobile morgue unit. 

 The aforementioned opportunities will most likely open the door for other career 

advancements within the OCME to include Forensic Pathologist. 

 A competitive Internship will also be offered during the summer, Fall & Spring 

semesters. 

 Interested students/applicants are encouraged to apply at ocme.dc.gov   

Dr. Mitchell announced the hiring of the Deputy Chief medical Examiner, Francisco 

Diaz will start in June, a badly needed position to assist him as well as his staff with  

the direction and management of the OCME mission, goals and objectives, i.e., the 

pronouncement of all Field Death.  

The OCME Director invited all attending Advisory Board Members to participate in a 

Mobile Morgue Unit Examination and Triad that will be held July 24-28, 2017.  

Additional information is forthcoming outlining all specifics for the exercise. Invitation 

was also extended to the Mass Fatality Symposium announced for 9/11-13, 2017.  

This event has limited seating.  This will cover complex coordinated attack on Metro 

Transit system and Active shooters @ the MPD Tactical Village.  Additional 

information regarding these exercises will be forthcoming.   

1V. Pinning Ceremony: Dr. Joanna Ellsberry.  Announced the Pinning Ceremony 

will be held on May 10, 2017.  All Advisory Board members were encouraged to 

attend.  All Industry Members that will be participating in the granting of awards and 

scholarships should submit their categories for the issuance of the grants as soon as 

possible. Mr. Hackett volunteered to assist with the printing of the programs for the 

ceremony.   

V. Questions were limited because most were asked during meeting. 

VI. Meeting was adjourned and lunch was served. 



  

 

 


