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Springtime at SBPA - UDC
Do not wait for things to happen. Make it happen!
The spring season is associated with revitalization and regeneration. It is
intermixed with sprucing up the landscape, planting new seeds and placing
deeper and stronger roots. Spring is the time for feeling and enjoying the fresh
air, anticipation and excitement for the change, and projecting the outlook for the
future. It is springtime at SBPA – UDC and we feel it. The university has a new
president and a fresh team in place with new ideas to plant, creative solutions to
strengthen the roots, and novel changes to alter the future landscape of the
university. The SBPA pillars: Envision, Lead, Transform, are shaped by and
rooted in the transformation the university has embraced.
At SBPA, spring cleaning started with developing and molding a fresh vision and outlook. We are
inspired by our new ambitious goals, our determination and resolve, and assuming a fresh attitude and
mindset. We are designing a different academic panorama to model SBPA as a premier school and a
leading academic program in the region. We are revamping the curriculum offerings, starting with
fresh and innovative proposals, distinctive curricula, creative class schedules, and accommodating
timetables. We are strengthening our faculty team by hiring new and highly qualified talent from top
universities.
It takes time for a plant to blossom into enchanting full bloom, casting pleasant shade, or to bear fruits.
Transformation requires patience, nourishment, nurturing, and dedicated care. More importantly, it
entails envisioning of and believing in the prospective outlook.
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To achieve our goals and to fulfill our dreams, SBPA needs and depends on
your support, care, and contributions. Your financial support and
contributions, will help to pave the road for SBPA to be among the
elite schools, preparing our students to be among the best in the
competitive arena.
Together we can do it,
Dean Mo
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Dean Sepehri’s (Dean Mo)
Town Hall Meeting
The School of Business and Public Administration held its biannual Town Hall meeting in February. More than 80 students
and faculty participated in the meeting. Dean Mo updated the
students of the School’s plan to seek AACSB accreditation, the
highest a business school can attain. In doing so, he spoke of the
challenges as well as the benefits that come with such a status.
Additionally, he shared information regarding the overall budget,
Middle States accreditation, as well as the mission and vision for
the school. The Dean
reiterated that students are the main focus and beneficiary of
the new programs to help them become more competitive and
thriving in a global business and work environment.
After the school briefing, students were invited to ask
questions related to their academic work and experience at
SBPA. The Dean responded to questions dealing with
academic programs,
online and hybrid
programs, and the expansion of the majors and certification
programs.

Fudan University-UDC Forum
UDC/SBPA hosted the Fudan University-UDC Forum in
Washington, DC. Prominent faculty and scholars, business/
community leaders, high-level delegation from the Chinese
Embassy as well as Fudan University Alumni were among the
participants in the two-day event. The forum provided a venue for
scholarly presentations and
exchanges on global, sociopolitical and cultural integration
and interchange, and other topics
of interest. It also provided a forum for business opportunities and
investment in Washington, DC area.
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Student Highlights
SBPA Alumni
Anabel Ngundia Oyana
Won entrepreneurship competition at World Bank
Anabel Ngundia Oyana graduated in December 2015 with a
Bachelor Degree in Accounting. Anabel was active within the
School of Business and Public Administration (SBPA). Through the
years, she worked as an accounting tutor, and a volunteer tax
preparer working at the UDC Tax Clinic, where students filed
personal taxes for the DC Metropolitan residents for free. Also, she
was able to secure a summer internship with the Office of the Chief
Financial Officer (OCFO) through SBPA.
Anabel has received many honors and awards. She has been inducted into various honor societies
such as Delta Mu Delta International Honor Society in Business and the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars. In 2014, she received the 2014 Delta Mu Delta Board Award plus five meritbased scholarships including, the Mary S. Resh Scholarship through the School of Business and
Public Administration, the Marriott International Scholarship, and the National Association of Black
Accountants (NABA) Scholarship. During the same year, she was named Student of the Year by
NABA. In 2015, she received the following merit-based scholarship: Freddie Mac Scholarship and
Synchrony Financial Scholarship.
Last year, she attended the 6th Athgo Entrepreneurship Forum at the World Bank, where she
participated at the Global Innovation Entrepreneurship Competition. Her team won the competition
by presenting to the judges an innovative way to fight anemia around the world. Currently, Anabel
and her team are working towards prototyping their product.
Anabel took on different leadership roles when she was on campus. She served as the UDC
Membership Coordinator of the National Association of Black Accountants (NABA) for three years
and as the UDC Vice President of Delta Mu Delta International Honor Society in Business for the last
academic year. Additionally, she founded the UDC Chapter of the National Society of Collegiate
Scholars (NSCS) a year ago and served as the president. The NSCS will have its first induction of
42 members on March 8th.
She often described SBPA as a very supportive school, in which “you are not treated just as another
student, but rather you are treated as family where everybody in the school is there to
support you.”
SBPA Salutes Anabel Ngundia Oyana!
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Luisa Burjaili
UDC School of Business and Public Administration MBA Student
Sworn in as President of the
Graduate Student Government Association
Luisa Burjaili was officially sworn in as the President of the
Graduate Student Government Association by UDC President
Ronald Mason Jr. on Friday, December 11, 2015.
Luisa is a graduate student in the MBA program. She has been
a part of the UDC family since 2009. She is an outstanding
student leader in the School of Business & Public
Administration (SBPA). She worked as a Graduate Assistant for
the Office of the Dean and continues to support the school when needed. As a graduate assistant,
Luisa was involved in many activities such as SBPA Week, conferences, networking sessions, SBPA
events and, most importantly, she has been a voice for the students within SBPA.

SBPA Students to Study Abroad in China Summer 2016
Rolanda Johnson and Kierra Mann were the first SBPA students to have been chosen to
participate in the Emerging Leaders: US China Study Abroad Delegation. Both students are in the
Business Management Department, and are eager to join the 17 other students across the country
for this milestone. We congratulate them! Go SBPA!

Rolanda Johnson
Junior

Kierra Mann
Sophomore
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Honda Campus All Star Challenge
On Saturday February 6, UDC hosted the 27th Honda Campus All
Stars Challenge. Two of the five representing UDC were SBPA’s own
Andreas Smith, Team Captain, a Business Management
graduating senior, whom competed the last three years, and
Alexander Venzor, who is pursuing an Accounting degree . The
Honda Challenge, a national
academic challenge, is where the
brightest scholars of HBCU’s come together to compete and build
lasting friendships.
The national championship tournament will take place the first
week of April, in Torrance, California. The top prize is $50,000 in
scholarships and grants, a pictorial
article in USA Today, and possible
invitation to the White House for recognition.
We wish our team the best as they move forward and continue to
represent the Firebird spirit!

Assistant Dean Gaston, Esq. and Adjunct Professor, Dr. Jackson
Inducted as distinguished members of the
National Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS)
“The National Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS)”, a recognized
organization at over 330 campuses across the country, is an honors
organization that recognizes and elevates high achievers. NSCS
members are deeply committed to scholarship, leadership and service
and as a result, are impacting their campus and local communities
every day.” http://www.nscs.org/about/about-nscs. The organization
formed its first chapter here at UDC last fall, with SBPA senior Mr. Gary
Mills, as President. Distinguished members include President Jimmy
Carter, Former Secretary of State, Colin Powell and Senator John
McCain, among others. Assistant Dean, Racquel Brown Gaston,
Esq., and SBPA’s freshman and sophomore advisor Dr.
Janice Jackson joined the ranks of distinguished
members when they were inducted on March 8th. Assistant
Dean Racquel Brown Gaston, Esq. was the keynote speaker
for the first UDC Chapter induction ceremony.
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Net Impact 2015 Conference
UDC’s Net Impact Organization-SBPA’s students, Stevens Cadet
(President) and Aris Morrison (Vice President), were invited to the
Net Impact annual meeting in Seattle, Washington. Steven Cadet is a
junior in the Marketing Program and Aris Morrison is a senior in the
Business Management Program. The Foundation provides an outlet
for young entrepreneurs to design new inventions to meet the needs of
the world through its Challenge programs.

Alumni Highlights
From MBA to Content Strategist
SBPA Alumnus Tamon George
Not too long ago, MBA graduate, Tamon George, went through multiple
rounds of interviews with Google Canada. After being passed over in the
final round to another who had a bit more experience, Tamon decided that
the future was going to be what he makes of it. So, he created that future
with his business partner, Gary Williams. They named it, Creative Theory
and among their clients are: Gap, Reebok, Union Market D.C., Timex, GQ,
and Hennessey, to name a few. Tamon, originally from Canada, has a
diverse background in digital strategy and content creation as a
photographer and social media campaign strategist. Gary who has been
featured both as a model, and photographer in GQ magazine and has
served as a campaign catalyst for some of the best known brands in
America, has been a professional photographer for nearly a decade.
Tamon is the Director of Content Strategy, and Gary, the Director of Content Design. “ At
Creative Theory, we believe that every connection is important, that every moment along the
consumer's journey has value, and that each and every opportunity to engage a customer has to be
seized. We understand, we build, and we grow businesses that care about their customers. For us,
our relentless desire to start movements, build ideas, and start conversations has pushed us to
innovate for every client we work with. Marketing means storytelling; let your voice be heard.” Learn
more about Creative Theory at http://www.creativetheory.agency/#intro.
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SBPA Alumnus Martin Sedegah Accepted into USC Ph.D. Program
Congratulations Martin Sedegah for being admitted to the doctorate program at the University
of Southern California (USC). He will be pursuing a Ph.D. degree in Higher Education Administration.
Mr. Sedegah graduated in December 2015 with his Master of Public Administration.
We are so proud of Martin and we wish him all best and success.
Way to go Martin!

2016 Internships
District Leadership Program Internship
The District of Columbia Government’s Department of Human Resources (DCHR) Leadership
Program is one of the District’s most competitive paid internships, that at times, as with some of our
alumni, leads to employment. The program takes on a holistic approach to developing interns by
providing a wide range of stimulating and developmental activities such as, a customized Individual
Development Planning Learning Lab and Tool Suite, classroom lectures and coursework on topics
centered around core business services as well as other specialty topics, also included are webbased training and development courses, a series of Profiles in Leadership brown bag luncheons and
360⁰ performance feedback for each intern.

Edna Auda Diouf Ogandaga
Accounting
Department of Policy and Compliance

Kamala Bishwakarma
Management Information Systems
Office of Unified Communications

Charles Cuffy
Business Management
Department of Forensic Sciences
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Faculty/Staff in the News
SBPA Attend the Alliance Management Institute (AMI) Conference
Houston, Texas
A delegation of two students from the University of the
District of Columbia accompanied Dr. Sylvia Benatti,
Associate Professor of Nonprofit Management to the 2016
Alliance Management Institute in Houston, TX from
January 3-5, 2016.
This annual conference organized by the Nonprofit
Leadership Alliance attracted hundreds of graduate and
undergraduate students accompanied by their academic
advisors as well as nonprofit professionals from multiple
nonprofit organizations from across the country. Attending the conference is one of the requirements
towards becoming a certified nonprofit professional. During the three day conference, multiple sessions
and workshops focused on best practices and necessary skills to succeed in the nonprofit sector as an
efficient professional.

Presidential Round Table Gala
Dean Mohamad (Mo) Sepehri, Associate Dean, Malva
Reid, and Ms. Shanita Boykin attended the PRT Gala,
where Ms. Boykin received the Osborn Payne Scholarship
Award. The award is granted to students from a regional
HBCU who aspire to achieve their entrepreneurial goals.
The PRT is a group of African American presidents and
CEOs who take pride in supporting education and increased
efforts to encourage college students to become
entrepreneurs. Osborn A. Payne was a founding member of
the PRT and the scholarship is given in his honor.
Ms. Shanita Boykin, who received the award last year, was
singled-out and recognized by PRT as an outstanding
exemplary recipient and she was invited to speak at the
ceremony.
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Business & Industry Group from China
Meet with SBPA Dean
Dean Mohamad (Mo) Sepehri met a group of Chinese Investors
at the School of Business and Public Administration. In the meeting,
Dean Sepehri introduced the SBPA programs and discussed the
potential collaboration in the future.
The investor group came from Xinjiang (Province), China. Xinjiang is
the largest Chinese administrative division, the 8th largest country
subdivision in the world, spanning over 1.6 million km 2 and the most
populous amongst the ten largest national subdivisions.

Executive in Residence - Dr. Wayne Curtis
Congratulations to Dr. Wayne Curtis for being selected as SBPA’s first Executive-inResidence. The Executive-in-Residence Program selects business leaders who are
passionate about sharing their experiences with undergraduate and MBA students
and the academic community at large. These talented executives provide business
students practical advice, mentorship, and an insider’s understanding of the
nuances and complexities of corporate life.
The Executive-in-Residence Program (EIRP) will become a unique feature of the School of Business
and Public Administration at the University of the District of Columbia in that it will provide to both the
undergraduate and graduate students in-school opportunities to engage in real-world business
consulting with actual business and non-profit organizations. The mission of the Program is closely
aligned with that of the School: to enable students experiential learning opportunities that are
reflective of the real world of business into which they will graduate, and to make students more
effective leaders through such experiences.

Dr. Jian Hua
Our Expert in Cyber Terrorism
Dr. Jian Hua was awarded a grant for his proposal “Civilians’ Economic
Resilience to Cyber Terrorism” submitted to the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) Summer Research Team Program for Minority Serving Institutions
for continued research and collaboration with the Center for Risk & Economic
Analysis of Terrorism Events (CREATE).
Dr. Hua will attend the 2016 Visual Analytics Faculty Training Workshop in May. The workshop will
focus on preparing minority serving institutes faculty to incorporate visual analytics courses into their
programs.
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Foreign Service Contribution
Dr. Michael Tannen, Associate Professor of Management has been recognized
by the U.S. Department of State – Bureau of Human Resources – for his “special
contribution to Foreign Service”. Acknowledged for his “invaluable” contributions to
the “Board’s decisions, which have such an important impact both on Foreign Service
and on the employees being reviewed”.

Bidding Adieu
Dr. Sandra G. Yates Retires
After 44 years of dedicated service at the University of the District of Columbia
(UDC), Dr. Sandra G. Yates, former Acting Dean of the School of Business & Public
Administration has retired. During her career at the University that began in 1971,
Dr. Yates managed several academic units, including the Department of Business
Education and Office Administration and the Department of Education; taught
graduate and undergraduate courses in business, education, and office
administration.
Dr. Yates has had a distinguished academic career. She provided exemplary service, and made an
undeniable impact on UDC and our SBPA family. In fact, her daily reminders of “Excellence without
Excuses” still resonates amongst our SBPA students, alumni and staff.
Thank you for your dedication and outstanding service.

Bereavement
In special memory of Ms. Sarah Hardeman who passed away in July 2016 and was
loved by many, we would like to share some of Dr. Sandra Yates remarks which she
made at Ms. Hardeman’s Home-going Service.... “Ms. Hardeman who
constantly referred to herself as “the Queen,” truly reminds me of the Queen in the
game of chess. In that game, the Queen is considered the most powerful chess
piece that each player has; able to move any number of unobstructed squares in
any direction along a rank, file, or diagonal on which it stands.
We can all agree that Ms. Hardeman was truly gifted as a powerful player that would let no one get in
her way while she got the job done – no matter what it was. And she did it so well. SBPA has lost a
powerful chess piece - a phenomenal woman - a preeminent woman - a true Georgia Peach.”

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of one of our beloved recent
accounting alumnus, Bedilu Borena, Class of 2015. The funeral was held Saturday,
February 6 at Ft. Lincoln. Our deepest condolences to his family and loved ones.
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SBPA Week
The School of Business and Public Administration hosted their 4 th Annual SBPA Week from April 5
to April 8, 2016. This year’s theme was Envision, Lead, and Transform.

PROGRAM OFFERINGS AT THE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Master of Public Administration (MPA)
Certificates


Entrepreneurship



Procurement and Public Contracting



Nonprofit Leadership

Bachelor of Business Administration - Accounting
Bachelor of Business Administration - Business
Management


Concentration in Finance



Concentration in Marketing



Concentration in Management Information
Systems

www.udc.edu/sbpa | sbpa@udc.edu | Phone: 202.274.7000 | Fax: 202.274.7105
Apply for admission
This newsletter is published to share information about the faculty, staff, students,
http://www.udc.edu/apply
and alumni of the School of Business and Public Administration. Please submit items
for inclusion to any member of the editorial staff.
School of Business and Public Administration
University of the District of Columbia
4200 Connecticut Avenue NW
Building 38, Room 314
Washington DC 20008
Editors: Dr. Mohamad Sepehri, Racquel Gaston, Antoine Jameson, Lucita Diaz
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