
She Thrives in Engineering and CSIT 
In celebration of Women’s History Month, this special podcast 
series features women’s perspectives for the month of March! 

Women still remain a vastly underrepresented group 
nationally in the fields of engineering at 13% and computer 
science at 26% in 2019.1  Since the opening of engineering 
fields to women in the US beginning in 1966, we still have not 
been able to achieve higher than 21% representation (peaking 
in 2002 according to NSF reports).  At the core of the issue 
both attracting females to the field through K-12 educational 
outreach and critically RETAINING the female students and 
graduates of engineering degrees.  Current statistics show that 
only 30% of female engineering 
degree holders remain in the 
field after 20 years.    

To that end we wanted to use 
this opportunity in honor of 
Women’s History month to have 
a conversation with engineering 

and computer science students and female alums in the field to 
learn about the ways to overcome roadblocks they may 
encounter in their career paths and develop support networks 
crucial to success.   

Dr. Cherie Ann Turpin from the English Department and Dr. Kate 
Klein from the Mechanical Engineering Department have 
collaborated with the Society of Women Engineers Club student 
officers at UDC to create this podcast dialogue to explore the 
intersections between disciplines and connect recent graduates in 
the field with current students. 

 

  

 
1 https://alltogether.swe.org/2019/11/swe-research-update-women-in-engineering-by-
the-numbers-nov-2019/ 
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She Thrives in Mechanical Engineering (Part I):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FPcAa7TPCw&t=784s  

Our first interview will be from Mariah, now a Mechanical 
Engineering senior and SWE-UDC club president, with Dr. Eva 
Mutunga an alum of UDC ME program in 2014 and first SWE-
UDC president at UDC. 

Mariah is a Mechanical Engineering major and the President of 
the Society of Women Engineers at the University of the District 
of Columbia. She hopes to pursue a career in additive 
manufacturing in the future.  

Dr. Eva Mutunga is currently a Postdoctoral Research Associate 
in the Mechanical Engineering Department at the University of 
the District of Columbia.  She uses her training in 
nanofabrication to conduct cutting-edge research for new ideas 
and projects that merge 
nanotechnology and 
additive manufacturing. 
Eva appreciates the 

opportunity to play a part in helping realize the School 
of Engineering and Applied Sciences’ vision, which is to 
be recognized nationally and internationally for its 
engineering and computer science education that 
provides transformative urban leaders. This role is near 
and dear to her, even more so because Eva is a UDC 
Mechanical Engineering alumna. Her goal for the 
postdoc position is to showcase quality research 
conducted by a woman of color in an HBCU in order to 
inspire and encourage more women of color to join 
the science and engineering field.   
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She Thrives in Information Technology (Part II):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eHB5WNORp4&t=142s 

Our second interview will be from Steffi, an IT senior conversing 
with Kamala Mayo an alum of UDC IT program and former SWE-
UDC president at UDC. 

Steffi Graham is an Information Technology major at the University 
of the District of Columbia. She was born and raised in the beautiful 
island of Jamaica. Currently, she serves as the secretary of the 

Society of Women Engineers Club. She is 
passionate about serving and empowering 
youth and volunteers her time to K-12 
Outreach Programs. She hopes to pursue a 
career in cybersecurity or digital forensics in 
the future.  

Kamala Mayo is a UDC alum of 2015, with a 
B.S. in Information Technology. She is a mother of 3 and had one child 
while attending UDC! She interned at the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology (NIST) for two summers during undergrad. Kamala was 
the first SWE-UDC vice president and subsequent president. She also 
held leadership roles in UDC’s Honors Program and Student 
Ambassadors. Currently, she is an IT specialist working with D.C. 
Government while pursuing a master's degree in digital forensics at the 
University of Maryland.  
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She Thrives in Biomedical Engineering (Part III):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ic3OBUTobl8&t=1413s  

Our third interview will be from Glacia, a Biomedical Engineering junior who will be speaking 
with Lonika, an alum of the UDC Mechanical Engineering Program who studied here at the early 
stages of our BME program before we were offering it as a major.  Lonika, like Glacia, also 
served as the SWE-UDC vice president. 

Ms. Glacia Martin is a Biomedical Engineering student at the 
University of District of Columbia. She currently serves as the vice 
president of the SWE-UDC chapter. 
Glacia is an undergraduate Research 
Assistant for UDC. She believes that 
success is a realistic goal and aspires 
to become a Clinical Engineer. 
Favorite pandemic hobbies are 
playing video games and watching 
documentaries. 

Lonika Behera received her BS degree 
in Mechanical Engineering at UDC in 
2018 and then went on to a post-
baccalaureate pre-med program at 

Temple University.  She is currently applying to medical schools 
and working as a Medical Assistant.  She enjoys the interaction 
with patients and hopes to apply her engineering problem-
solving skills towards a career as a practicing physician. 
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