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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:   University Students 

FROM: William U. Latham, Ph.D.  
  Chief Student Development and Success Officer 

 
DATE:  August 21, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: FALL OPENING UPDATE 
 
Communicating with Students: Synchronous vs. Asynchronous OR Remote vs. Online Learning 
 
Fall 2020 semester will be classified as Emergency Remote Instruction (ERI) due to the spread of the virus 
that causes COVID-19. The faculty and staff recognize the differences between remote instruction/teaching 
and online learning experiences. However, I want to ensure that we communicate the concepts clearly to 
our students.  
 
Well planned online learning experiences are meaningfully different from courses offered online in response 
to a crisis or disaster. In contrast to experiences that are planned from the beginning and designed to be 
online, ERI is a temporary shift of instruction to an alternate delivery mode due to crisis circumstances. It 
involves using a mixture of remote teaching solutions for instruction that would otherwise be delivered face-
to-face or as a blended or hybrid course. Our fall 2020 courses will be mostly remote or virtual (synchronous) 
instruction. It will also include some in-person or blended/hybrid learning for labs, studios, health-related 
clinics, highly specialized research, and other learning experiences that cannot be completed in a remote 
instruction setting. 
 
� synchronous/remote (learning in real-time) 

ü Students enrolled in a remote class will meet with their professors online via the Blackboard 
Collaborate web conference platform at scheduled times with set deadlines and due dates. 
Students will access learning materials, assignments, and participate in discussions via 
Blackboard. 

� blended/hybrid (online and in-person) 
ü Students taking a hybrid class will engage in a combination of online/remote and face-to-face 

instruction. Students will complete their work assignments, discussions, research, and projects 
online at a flexible pace with the benefit of some scheduled face-to-face class time with 
professors and fellow students. 

 
If you have questions regarding the format of your classes, you are welcome to inquire with your academic 
advisor or professors. They can provide you with the appropriate delivery method of instruction.  




