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PARTNERSHIP WITH BROOKINGS BRINGS WORLD-CLASS EXPERTS TO UDC 
 

WASHINGTON—The University of the District of Columbia (UDC) has formed a new partnership with the 
Brookings Institution that will offer weekly lectures by Brookings scholars at the UDC Van Ness campus. This 
new collaboration will launch on Tuesday, September 3 at the university’s Student Center and continue 
through December. The lectures are not open to the public. 

Dr. Lawrence T. Potter, Jr., the chief academic officer at UDC, states, The UDC-Brookings Lecture series is 
designed to create an intentional conversation around engagement, democracy, diversity, race, politics, 
economic justice, and other issues of broad intellectual and social importance. Students enrolled in UDC’s 
General Education themed course, ‘Discovery Civics,’ will have a first-hand opportunity to engage and interact 
with scholars, social scientists, and thought leaders who are Brookings experts.” 

This initiative will connect the depth and breadth of Brookings expertise to students, serving as an important 
avenue to achieve UDC President Ronald Mason Jr. and Brookings President John R. Allen’s shared mission of 
preparing the next generation of leaders for careers in civics and policy research.  

“Brookings is one of the nation’s most trusted and respected public policy institutions. Its research has 
informed policymakers at all levels of government, both nationally and internationally,” said Mason. “Among 
the goals of the Equity Imperative is to stimulate an interest in current affairs and unleash the intellectual 
curiosity that happens when students are fully engaged. This program helps to create lifelong learners who are 
contributing members of their communities.” 

“This new partnership has been a major source of excitement at Brookings, and we are encouraged by the 
enthusiasm from the UDC community.” Brookings President John R. Allen said. “Our scholars will benefit 
greatly from engaging with these young students and the great leadership at UDC, and it is my sincere hope 
that they will learn something from us, as well.” 

Richard Reeves, a Brookings senior fellow and director of the Future of the Middle Class Initiative, and co-
director of the Center on Children and Families, was part of the team that helped to flesh-out the partnership. 

“I felt that Brookings scholars should be doing more to work with urban institutions,” said Reeves.  “Especially 
those who are advancing the life chances of DC residents. Many of us work on social policy, economic policy, 
and education policy, especially with regard to inequality, race, and equity.  As the District’s only public land-
grant institution, and within close proximity to Brookings, UDC was a great fit.”   

The perspective that Richard Reeves and others at Brookings brought to the conversation about wanting to 
find a new model of engagement with urban communities was really refreshing,” said Potter. “For Brookings to 
establish a presence at UDC is going to be great for our faculty and students, and for the reputation of the 
District’s only public university.” 

 

 



“This is a tremendous opportunity for our students to hear from and be able to engage with world-class policy 
leaders,” added Dr. April Massey, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. “The Brookings partnership will 
help UDC establish its position as an important voice in local and national conversations on urban education, 
applied research, and student success. In terms of the potential benefits to our students, we cannot even 
begin to measure the value to be added.” 

For more information about the UDC-Brookings Lecture Series, please link to our Media Tool Kit at 
https://www.udc.edu/brookings 

### 

About the Partners 

• The University of the District of Columbia (www.udc.edu) supports a broad mission of education,
research and community service across its colleges and schools: The College of Arts and Sciences; the College of
Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental Sciences; the School of Business and Public Administration;
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences; the Community College; and the David A. Clarke School of Law. The
University has been designated as an 1862 federal land-grant institution and a Historically Black College and
University. The University of the District of Columbia is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher
Education.

• The Brookings Institution is a nonprofit organization devoted to independent research and policy
solutions. Its mission is to conduct high-quality, independent research and, based on that research, to provide
innovative, practical recommendations for policymakers and the public.

http://www.udc.edu/brookings

