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Agenda
I. Introductions 

II. Mission, Process, and Community Engagement

III. Bertie Backus Campus, Surrounding Area, and Existing Conditions

IV. Backus Campus Master Plan – Proposed Campus Development

V. Next Steps & Milestones
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Mission
The Bertie Backus Master Plan explores how best to serve all stakeholders
involved, including local stakeholders and neighbors. It aims to bring to life the
University’s vision to develop the campus over the next 10+ years.
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• Site visits to collect technical data (structural, traffic/parking, civil, 
landscaping, sustainability, mechanical), surveys, and obtained feedback 
to draft the Campus Master Plan.

• Meetings with Community Stakeholders and University leadership to 
further assess concerns, needs, and desires at the Backus Campus and 
surrounding community:

 University “feel”/identity
 Space needs – student forums, classrooms/labs, advising space, parking
 Neighborhood institution
 Community garden/greenhouse facility upgrades
 Safety considerations

Process



Community Engagement 
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• Advisory Committee Meetings (10.14.22, 12.09.22)
• Community Stakeholder Meeting (10.19.22)
• UDC-CC Leadership Meeting (11.03.22)
• ANC 5A Introductory Presentation (11.16.22)
• Release of 3 surveys (November-December)
• UDC Executive Cabinet Meeting (12.14.22)
• DC DDOT Meeting (01.04.23)
• ANC 5A01 Meeting with Commissioner Malone (01.30.23)
• UDC Operations Committee Meetings (01.31.23, 04.14.23)
• UDC Board of Trustees Meetings (02.07.23, 04.25.23)
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Bertie Backus Campus & Surrounding Area
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Existing Conditions Site Diagram



Existing Conditions

7



Phase I – Modernization
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Phase I – Modernization
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Phase II – New Wing & Courtyard
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Phase II – New Wing & Courtyard
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Next Steps & Milestones
• Final Backus Campus Plan application will be filed with the District’s 

Zoning Commission in May 2023

• Zoning Commission hearing will occur in Summer 2023

• Zoning Commission approval of Campus Plan anticipated by Fall 2023
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Questions/Comments/Discussion



For more information or questions please contact:
Juanita D. Gray, M.S.ED.

Director, Community Engagement 
Juanita.gray@udc.edu
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