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Why SBPA? 
 
The School of Business and Public Administration (SBPA), at the University of the 
District of Columbia (UDC), will prepare you for a leadership role in the ever-
changing, dynamic, and complex world of business and government.  Our faculty 
are among the best and our support staff are the most dedicated in the field.   Our 
exemplary education,  innovative learning techniques, and pioneering approach 
provide a unique perspective for collaborative and engaged learning.  Our academic 
programs are designed to help you achieve and to fulfill your dreams and 
aspirations.  We support you through a transformational, student-centered, and 
experiential learning environment. 
 
The University is in the heart of the nationôs capital, a cosmopolitan mecca, and one 
of the most exciting and prominent cities in the world.  The city embodies vibrant 
multicultural communities, renowned national museums, leading art and cultural 

centers, and celebrated ethnic and cultural magnets.  Washington provides exceptional prospects and 
excellent opportunities for research, consulting, and grants at local, District and federal levels.  The SBPA 
has a proud history of training top-level business and public executives in many federal or local organizations 
in town.  We have earned our role and place within Washington, through our high-quality and pragmatic 
academic programs.   
 
The faculty, through teaching, research, and practice, are dedicated to the development of successful 
graduates and aspiring leaders.  We have great ideas and bold aspirations.  We have brought many of these 
ideas to life, and will continue to innovate in the coming years.  We are committed to preparing our students 
for 21st century challenges, and to become leaders of their communities, the nation, and the world.  SBPA is 
a school that develops leaders who aspire, accomplish, and take on the world through the power of 
business.  High aspirations?  Weôll take you higher! 
 
Mohamad (Mo) Sepehri - Dean 

Connect with us : uofdc.sbpa             udcsbpa            udcsbpa            udc_sbpa 

THE SBPA TIMES  

Congratulations!  
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Inaugural Business Firebirds Research Conference  

 
The 2018 Inaugural Business Firebirds Research Conference was a great 
success. The conference was scheduled for Thursday, November 29, in 
the School of Business and Public Administration at the University of the 
District of Columbia. The event had 33 posters presented - 12 graduate 
posters and 21 undergraduate posters - with participation from 81 under-
graduate and graduate UDC SBPA students. The conference theme was 
Global Business Environment. Dr. Anshu Arora, Associate Professor of 
Marketing was the conference chair. Faculty advisors for the event were  
Dr. Sylvia Benatti, Associate Professor and Coordinator of the MPA Pro-
gram; Dr. Nazha Gali, Associate Professor of Management; and Dr. Amit 
Arora, Associate Professor of Supply Chain Management. 

 
Judges for the event were Dr. John McIntyre, CIBER Director and Professor of 
Management at Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA; Dr. Margaret Oô 
Connor, Chair and Professor, Department of Innovation, Technology, and Sup-
ply Chain Management, Bloomsburg University, Pennsylvania; Dr. Denise Bed-
ford, Faculty, Georgetown University; Ms. Farah Gheriss, Special Assistant to 
the Chief Information Officer, International Monetary Fund; Mr. Ramin Aliyev, 
Senior Knowledge Management Officer, World Bank Group; and Ms. Hinda Ka-
da, Retired Chief Technology Officer and Chief Enterprise Architect, World 
Bank. Dr. Julius Anyu, Dr. Malva Reid, and Dr. Sylvia Benatti, were internal 
judges from the UDC-SBPA faculty who helped external judges come to a con-
sensus for the top 3 positions for undergraduate and graduate research catego-
ries. The winners were: 
 
UNDERGRADUATE CATEGORY 
 
FIRST PLACE - Anthropomorphic Decline and Rise of Reverse Anthropomorphism: How Generation-Y Shuns 
Whimsical Advertising ï Dustin Scott, Matthew Anderson, Robert Spake, and Jordan Fraser (Faculty Ad-
visor: Dr. Anshu Arora).   
 
SECOND PLACE - The Evolution of Buyer-Supplier Relationships ï Loucace Dorcas Ampe, Barbara Ann 
Payne, Robert Lyeli Spake, and Shavon Sharpe (Faculty Advisor: Dr. Amit Arora). 
 
THIRD PLACE - Prosopopoeia Anthropomorphism: Bringing Advertising to Life through Visual Analogies in 
Personification and Anthropomorphism ï Monique Waithe, Aya Boukhari, Franck T. Vincent, and Taylor 
Bryant (Faculty Advisor: Dr. Anshu Arora).  
 
GRADUATE CATEGORY 
 
FIRST PLACE - Believe It or Not: Trust and Persuasiveness of SOL Anthropomorphism ï John Brooks, De-
lomte D. Bright, and Sharadindu Saha (Faculty Advisor: Dr. Anshu Arora). 
 
SECOND PLACE - Incorporating Sustainable Practices in Supply Chain Management: Need and Risk Analy-
sis ï Dominika Hadnadova, Gabriella Gabriel, and Rosa 
Labra (Faculty Advisor: Dr. Amit Arora).  
 
THIRD PLACE - When Humanizations Attract: How 
'Humanized Anthropomorphism' Mitigates Self-Control? ï 
Monica Wiggins and Kaleef (Faculty Advisor: Dr. Anshu 
Arora).  



SBPA Academic Center for Student Support named after Dr. Hany H. Makhlouf  

In a ribbon cutting ceremony, SBPA faculty and friends celebrated the naming of 
the SBPA Academic Center for Student Support after Hany Makhlouf, for his 
lifetime dedication to mentoring and advising students. The center provides as a 
peer support team to assist with information, forms, and academic guidelines, 
and to direct students to appropriate offices for help and advice. 
 
Dr.  Makhlouf is a Professor Emeritus at the School of Business and Public 
Administration of the University of the District of Columbia in Washington, D. C. 
He has served as a Professor of Management and International Business, 
Department Chair, and Director of Graduate Programs. He published over 60 
journal and newspaper articles, and coauthored three books. He has also taught 

at George Washington University, and served as a Research Associate at American University in 
Washington, D. C. He earned his masterôs degree from the University of Rhode Island, and his Ph. D. 
degree from  American University.  

SBPA Faculty Retirement-Thank you!  

Dr. Deborah Lyons retired in July 2018.  After many years of service at UDC-SBPA.   She served in many 
positions and capacities at UDC, including the Faculty Senate and as the Director of Research. She also 
served as the Chair of the Department of Business Management before her retirement.  Dr. Lyons remains a 
prominent figure among University faculty, and a strong advocate of the of the SBPA.  She dedicated her 
academic career to UDC and its students.  Throughout her academic career, Dr. Lyons personified the role 
of a mentor, counselor, and a great teacher. 
 
Dr. Hany Makhlouf served the UDC community and SBPA for many years, and was a strong pillar of the of 
the University.  His unselfish dedication to UDC and students remains the hallmark of his 
legacy.  Throughout his academic career, was engaged in scholarly research and publications, and he 
continues to do so after retirement, helping to enhance the intellectual contributions of the SBPA-
UDC.  During his long career, Dr. Makhlouf served as the Department Chair of Business Management. 
 
Dr. Charlie E. Mahone, Jr., retired in August 2018.  He was a Professor of Management and International 
Business, and served as Dean from 2007-2011.  Under his leadership, the School of Business and Public 
Administrationôs building underwent a complete renovation that is enjoyed by all today. 
 
William B. White, J.D., served the UDC Community and SBPA for 46 years. He also served as the Interim 
Chair for Public Administration, and Professor of Business Law.  
 
Dr. Harbans Dhuria served the UDC Community and SBPA for 39 years. He was a Professor of 
Management Information Systems. 
 
Mr. Darien Green  served the UDC Community and SBPA for 37 years. He was an Assistant Professor of 
Accounting.  
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New Chair of the SBPA Executive Advisory Board 

 

D. MICHAEL LYLES, ESQUIRE 

 

Michael Lyles is a Member of the law firm Stroud Priest, L.L.C., with offices in 

Maryland and the District of Columbia.  Prior to joining the firm, Lyles served as 

Executive Director of the Prince Georgeôs County Human Relations Commission. 

In July 2013, he was appointed Chair of Marylandôs first local government 

antihuman trafficking task force. Due to his efforts, the county was awarded a 

grant from the U.S. Department of Justice totaling $1.3 million in 2017.  Michael 

has served as a trial attorney with the Department of Defense Office of the 

General Counsel, and in the Prince Georgeôs County Office of Law as a Senior 

Associate County Attorney. 

  

As a talented organizational leader and community advocate, Mike has been 

elected and appointed to counsel and led various organizations, including 

serving as the Chair of the Bowie State University Board of Visitors, General Counsel for the Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity, and General Counsel to the Prince Georgeôs Chamber of Commerce. Currently, he serves as 

Vice Chair of the Board of Directors of the Collington Life Care Community in Mitchellville, Maryland, and 

Vice-chair of the Deanôs Board of Advisors at the School of Business and Public Administration at the 

University of the District of Columbia. Mike was twice elected to the City Council of Bowie, Maryland,  

serving from 2004 to 2007.  

 
Mike attended Iowa State University, and the University of the District of Columbia, where he received a 
bachelorôs degree in business administration, with a concentration in finance. He received his Juris 
Doctorate degree from  Catholic Universityôs Columbus School of Law in Washington, D.C. He is an adjunct 
professor at University of Maryland University College, where he teaches employment law. In his spare 
time, he is a committed jazz guitarist. Mike is married, with two adult daughters, and one granddaughter. 

SBPA Alumni Spotlight 

TAMEKA ANGOLA HARPER has been named Dean of Students at Tuskegee Universityôs 

Division of Student Affairs.  

Harper earned a bachelorôs degree from Georgia State University, a Master of Public 

Administration degree from the University of the District of Columbia, and is currently 

completing a doctorate in political science at Clark Atlanta University. 

Courtney Sanders is an entrepreneur and speaker, has created a training and 
development company called Think & Grow Chick, LLC.  She is an SBPA Bachelor of 
Business Administration in Marketing Alumna. In 2015, she authored the book, Get What 
You Want: The Ultimate Guide to Figuring Out + Getting What You Want in Life.  She 
recently (March 2019) spoke at the United Nations in New York on Childbearing and 
Career Development.  


